CHAPTER XEQ

SPAIN AT WAR

THOSE Englishmen who have worked in Spain during
the war have the impression of a thick curtain drawn
between themselves and their compatriots. As com-
munications become mechanically easier, man increases
the barriers. An Elizabethan could, like Ralph Fitch,
travel without passport or papers, let or hindrance,
from Dover to Teheran* Even during the Napoleonic
wars our forefathers wandered about Europe. Lord
Brougham, as a young man, satisfied a desire to see
Bonaparte, then at war with us, with no greater in-
convenience than a longish wait in the closet of a Rhine
ferry-boat. Correspondents began to be herded about
carefully in the Great War, but now the fog of war
spreads far wider than the front line area, and covers
the life of the peoples on each side. By the time an
item of news has passed the local censors, been sifted
by some news agency, twisted by a sub-editor to suit
the * angle* of a newspaper, and undergone the informal
censorship which operates over the greater part of
fee British Press and the B.B.C., there is very little
left of it.

The Government's reasons for suppressing, or * toning
down*, news have already been discussed. The same
financial interests which were backing the Government's
policy also helped to ensure that it should not be upset
by some revulsion of public feeling, such as forced the
abandonment of the Hoare-Laval proposals for an
Ethiopian settlement. To do this it was necessary to
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